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2/3/26 First Name: Gary
Last Name: Jarvis
Email: huntingmayor@gamil.com

It’s a charter for hiring commercial fisherman that’s sitting in on the CR 98 process and was a participant in the great red snapper count working with Dr. Will 
Patterson. I would like to make a few comments of my perspective of where the red snapper fishery is today here in 2026.. basically since state management 
began of the private recreational sector by the individual states, we’ve seen a steady reduction in the overall red snapper fishery both in quantity and 
quality.Overall size is steadily gone down and I think it’s largely part because during this process, the states have extended their fishing seasons, more and 
more each year, including a record amount of access in this upcoming year. Localize depletion is real and has gotten worse, especially in the last two years 
due to the overfishing of the recreational sector. An in spite of the criticism of the previous data collection system. These individual states programs are sketchy 
at best and I question the motivation behind decisions that they make based on do they go with the science and manage for abundance or do we push the 
limit and manage for access even if that means the biological well-being of the fishery is in jeopardy. I will be curious to see the Sedar results based on what 
we saw at the end of the GRSC verses the reality of the declining fishery of today .
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2/3/26 First Name: Billy
Last Name: Archer
Email: Bigtrig42@aol.com

I’m a 3’d generation fisherman from the panhandle of Florida. My grandfather started my business in the late 60’s. I’ve had my captain license since 1974. I’ve 
experienced the ebb and flow of watching the red snapper population rebound and crash. In my opinion it’s in the crash mode now. The gulf states governors 
are putting the resource in peril by extending the recreational seasons way past any reasonable time line? The entire gulf wide red snapper resource is 
experiencing regional depletion. Public testimony at the gulf council meetings for the past several years have expressed our concerns. To the point when the 
last qouta increase was being discussed we asked the council not to do it? Did they listen not hardly. The results are putting the red snapper population back 
in peril. It will start showing up in your stock assignments soon.
Thank you
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2/4/26 First Name: Dale
Last Name: Woodruff 
Email: Classactcharters@gmail.com

The nest stock assessment for the Red Snapper will show a decline of the size length/age class. There’s too much effort due to lengths of season, bag limits 
and discard that are playing a role in this decline. As a federal for hire Capt and owner for over 30 yrs I’ve seen the ups and downs of this fishery. We cannot 
base our season on a stock assessment of 13-18 inch Red Snapper as the five Gulf States are doing. We do not have an overall healthy age class of fish and 
management needs to change so we can get back to this.
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2/10/26 First Name: Ken
Last Name: Garza
Email: Kengarza@aol.com

We had to work harder and go further out to get our limits of snapper in 2025 & the size of the fish landed were generally smaller. 45

SEDAR 98 Gulf of Mexico Red Snapper

SEDAR 98 addresses the benchmark stock assessment for Gulf of Mexico Red Snapper. Data Scoping for this project was held in August 2024, with an in-person Data Workshop in December 2024. The assessment process will be a series of webinars from April through October 
2025, with an in-person Review Workshop in March 2026. For more information on the review, please contact the SEDAR Coordinator for this project, Julie Neer: Julie.neer@safmc.net


