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SEDAR 100 Gulf of Mexico Gray Triggerfish

SEDAR 100 addresses the benchmark stock assessment for Gulf of Mexico Gray Triggerfish. Data Scoping for this project will be held in April 2025, with an in-
person Data Workshop in August 2025. The assessment process will be a series of webinars from March through September 2026, with an in-person Review Workshop

in February 2027. For more information on the

assessment process, please contact the SEDAR Coordinator for this project, Julie Neer: Julie.neer@safmc.net

'Submit Date 'Submitted By Comment Row Include File_Upl File
an oad
Upload Attach
File e
8/20/25 First Name: Jim In terms of the Rec Work Group: 34
LastName: Tolan
Email: - Alack of GTF in the West (Age 0, 1,2 and on)
j co directly to the rebuilding of red snapper in
m the West. Especially in the last decade.
- Just because you can use the TX calibration number
of 10+, doesn't mean you oughtto. That number has
always been highly suspect. It was built on a targeted
species (red snapper), and | doubt it reasonably
applies to what is a by-catch species off TX.
- The 'proxy discards' applied to TX is really just
pulling numbers out of the air. TX Creel never has
captured discards (dead or otherwise).
- Can the Spring and Fall SEAMAP be separated by
year (or multiples of years), instead of lumped
together? It may provide some insightinto the
declines in the West (via the red snapper mortality
link).
- For Private Charter, this is simply not a targeted
species off TX. Not many charter captains are going to
consider it a good day coming back to the dock with a
8/20/25 FirstName: Jim 35
Last Name: Tolan For the Life History Work Group -
Email:
jimtolantpwd@gmail.co Even though a ton of data has been added, the Von
m Bertrelationship is still not any better resolved than
the last abandoned SEDAR for this species. The
vertical spread at any particular age is still far wider
than one would like to see to arrive ata meaningful
L(inf) number. All the other meristics are pretty spot-
on, it's just the ageing of this species is highly
uncertain, even with updated methods.
8/20/25 First Name: Jim For the Discard Mortality Rate Plenary portion - 36
LastName: Tolan
Email: I've seen the working paper this presentation was
jimtolantpwd@gmail.co based on, and | appreciate to work that wentinto it. It
m matches well with the seasonal release mortality that
‘we've' seen in the Western Gulf for red snapper, but
I'm unsure how well this can be translated in the
East/West configuration for GFT, given the depths and
seasons that these fish are captured in the West.
I'm still struggling to find a commercial pressure in the
Western Gulf on this species (as it applies to the
larger model).
8/21/25 FirstName: Jim For the Indices workgroup - 37
LastName: Tolan
Email: The size by depth slide, was that just for the East, or
jimtolantpwd@gmail.co was this for the whole Gulf. | agree there is no
m apparent pattern, but wasn't sure if this was for the
whole Gulf.
8/22/25 FirstName: Jim For the Life History workgroup - 38

LastName: Tolan
Email:
jimtolantpwd@gmail.co
m

The advancing from 0-1 age (and potentially the age
2 individuals) may have a profound effect of
reproductive estimates, because in my reading of the
logistic figure that went with that discussion, right now,
upwards of 80% of the 2 year-old-fish are
approaching sexually mature now. Indeed, the
fraction of fish that are mature by age 4 or 5 doesn't
change, but | just see larger fraction of fairly young
fish potentially contributing to spawning stock
biomass (e.g., more uncertainty).



