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BACKGROUND

The commercial catch report is a vital component of assessing the health of commercial fisheries
in the U.S. Virgin Islands, as well as fisheries globally. The more information the commercial
catch report contains, the more management decisions can be made accurately and to the benefit
of the fishery.

The information recorded on catch report forms will differ according to region, targeted
fisheries, and the involvement by resource managers. It is important to gather all the necessary
information without making the form too complicated for fishers.

The objective of this report is to document the different catch report forms used by commercial
fishers in the U.S. Virgin Islands over the years. This information can be used to determine
which type of catch report form is most effective at collecting important catch data. In addition,
it will facilitate the task of harmonizing existing non-uniform commercial catch data files.

METHODOLOGY

Sources of Information — There were two main information sources for the commercial catch
report form used in the USVI for fishing years 1974/75 to 2004/05.

1. Commercial Catch Report Data Files — As part of the organization of old catch
reports, all available catch reports for the U.S. Virgin Islands from 1974/75 to
2004/05 are in the process of either being: (1) entered and proofed, (2) re-proofed, or
(3) re-entered and re-proofed.

2. Commercial Catch Report Forms — In addition to data files, as
part of the organization of old catch report files, blank catch report forms were
identified and compiled from 1974/75 to 2004/05 for both the St. Thomas/St.
John and St. Croix districts.

Comparison of Commercial Catch Report Forms — The above sources of data were examined and
reviewed. The catch report forms were compared to commercial catch report hard copies for
each year. For those years that the compilation contained more than one catch report form, the
hard copies were used to determine which form was actually used for that fishing year. All of the
information identified was compiled by fishing year and district (see Table 1).

RESULTS

All available catch report forms were collected and consolidated into Appendices A through T.
There were basically two types of catch reports: short and long forms. The short catch report
form organized fish into categories according to the type of gear used, including nets, pots and
hooks. The long catch report form organized fish by species groups such as grouper, snapper,
grunt, etc.



The short forms were mainly used in the 1970s, 1980s and into the mid 1990s. Long catch report
forms were introduced in the mid 1990s.

The original commercial catch report form (see Appendix A) attempted to separate species
groups by breaking down potfish, hookfish, etc. into two categories: “snapper/grouper” and “all
others.” This form also included fish prices. The fish price column was later removed in
1990/91.

The form that separated snapper and grouper from other catch (see Appendix A) was used for a
number of years in the 1970s and 80s. For some of these years, it was used in combination with
Form B (see Appendix B), which only separated fish by gear type. Six fishing years used both of
these catch report forms (1978/79 and 1987/88 in St. Croix, 1981/82 in St. Thomas/St. John, and
1982/83, 1983/84 and 1984/85 for both islands).

The early 1990s also used a combination of the short forms. Form C (see Appendix C)
incorporated species groups, while Form D (see Appendix D) did not. In 1992/93, St. Croix used
both of these forms.

A number of revisions were made to the short catch report form in 1991/92 and 1992/93. Pot
fishers were asked to record the number of pots hauled each fishing day. Monthly forms were
produced with the month and year already printed on them and a baitfish column was added. The
conch and whelk columns were also modified; “Ibs of meat” was added to both.

Long forms were introduced in 1995/96 for St. Croix (see Appendix H) and 1997/98 for St.
Thomas/St. John (see Appendix K). However, only a small percentage of commercial fishers
were using the long forms during both of these fishing years. For St. Croix, only 11% of fishers
were using the new long form in 1995/96. This number is based on the estimate of 180 total
licensed fishers for that year (Holt and Uwate 2004). For St. Thomas/St. John, 18% of fishers
were using the new long form in 1998/99. This number is based on the estimate of 153 total
licensed fishers for that year (Holt and Uwate 2004).

Two additional fishing years (1996/97 for St. Croix and 1998/99 for St. Thomas/St. John) used
both the long and short forms. On St. Croix in 1996/97, 72% of fishers were using the long
commercial catch report form. This number is on the estimate of 212 total licensed fishers for
that year (Holt and Uwate 2004). 65% of fishers in St. Thomas/St. John were using the long
form in 1998/99. This number is based on the estimate of 186 total licensed fishers for that year
(Holt and Uwate 2004).

DISCUSSION

Based on the above information, the Division of Fish and Wildlife has used several different
commercial catch report forms during the past 30 years. Some of these forms included fish price
information, but only divided the catch by the gear type used. However, other forms divided the



catch more specifically by fish type but did not include price information. The forms are
basically the same, but modifications have been made as needed.

According to Barshinger (1992), snapper and grouper were separated because they were targeted
more heavily than other species. However, the catch report form was recombined in 1992/93
when too many fishers were incorrectly dividing their catch into these categories.

The baitfish fishery was of particular concern in the early 1990s, so the baitfish column was
added to help assess its health (Barshinger 1992).

Barshinger (1992) also explained that potfishers were asked to record the number of pots hauled
in order to get a more accurate estimate of fishing efforts. It is unclear why other fishers weren’t
also asked to record their gear numbers (hooks, nets, etc).

The Annual Summary Report for 1993/94 asked for revisions to the catch report form in order to
collect more detailed information (Meyers 1994). Meyers suggested information such as gear
quantity, time spent fishing and catch divided by species groups would allow for better catch
data, which in turn would allow for better management. The catch per unit of effort (CPUE)
would be more accurate based on the additional information.

The long catch report form was first introduced in St. Croix during the 1994/95 fishing year, and
in St. Thomas/St. John during the 1997/98 fishing year. However, the Division of Fish and
Wildlife’s data files do not contain any long forms for St. Croix in 1994/95. The long forms
were used in a two year test period by a small group of fishers on a volunteer basis to obtain their
opinions of the form (Tobias 2000). The test period was also used to determine the
reasonableness of asking the fishers for the information, given their time constraints and ability
to accurately identify species groups (B. Kojis, Personal communication).

The long form was not simultaneously introduced in both fishing districts in part because of
continued concerns expressed by both Fishery Advisory Committee (FAC) members and
commercial fishers (B. Kojis, personal communication). However, the long forms became the
standard commercial catch report forms in 1997/98 in St. Croix and in 1999/00 in St. Thomas/St.
John.

The current commercial catch report form is updated and revised as management deems
necessary.
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Table 1. Comparison of Commercial Catch Report Forms Used in
St. Thomas/St. John and St. Croix, 1974/75 to 2004/05
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Appendix F. Commercial Catch Report Form F

Years in Use, STT/STJ: 94/95
Years in Use, STX: 94/95

ID Number L COMMERCIAL CATCH REPORT FORM FOR JULY 1994
Name

e —— Boat reg. no.
Home Port

- Number of helpers used
Buoy colors : . Did you fish'this month 7 Yes | No

day of POT FISH HOOK FISH | NET FISH| SPEARGUN|" LOBSTER | LOBSTER | CONCH WHELK | .BAITFISH/ | AREAS FISHED|DID YOU FISH MORE
# Pots

FISH by . by 1bs of 1bs of FRY Ibs TILAN 3 MILES FROM
month  1bs . hoye Ios Ibs Ibs POT___| "DIVING | ipeat meat ¥ |suore vesmomom

Division of IFish and Wildlife, Department of Planning and Natural Resources, United Siates Virgin Islands



. home pont

ID number
—_—

. name

Appendix G. Commercial Catch Report Form G

COMMERCIAL CATCH REPORT FORM FOR

boat reg. no.
buoy colors

Years in Use, STT/STJ: 95/96

Years in Use, STX: 95/96

HOOK FISH

POT FISH
day of
lbs

# Pots
month  lbs

NET FISH

FISH

Ibs 1bs

SPEARGUN

JULY 1995

number of helpers used
Did you fish this month? ____ Yes

——No

POT LOBSTER
# Pots
13 Haukg

LOBSTER
DIVING

CONCH
by 1bs of
meat

BAITFISH/
FRY
1bs

AREAS FISHED | Did you fish more
than 3 miles from

shore (Yes/No/Both)

qqg

¥_

3 [

——— e ]

—

BB

S

;=31 — L ——

© Division of Pish & Widlite 2.06.12 Cwl

I attest that the information recorded on this fornr

jue and accurate,

(sign & date)



Appendix H. Commercial Catch Report Form H

Years in Use, STX: 95/96

-l Cadl caten Report NQVEMBER 1995
No. Helpers

Beat Reg. no._yI- Home Port Buoy nopommnllllcllllxln
TYPE OF FISH CAUGHT
[ Gear | Area [Hours | Grouper | Snapper |Grunt |Jack _mcnmmoi_mmnuon_msmiﬁmien»uomi?ump_mmnnﬁogn [Mackrl{Pelagic _26_mﬂ.nﬂmirowm,nm.n_noanibwmngnm
! | 1bs | | | i

Name ID No.

viT Fis Llbgs | lbs [ 1bs | 1ps | ibs b !

N R S N ! ! | ! ! L ! [ i1 1 J | | ! ]
! ] | | | J J ! i { | | [ | ! | ! !
34 d | { | | 1 ! L | [ | ! ] ] L | | | | | [
4| . i | | | 1 _ ] ! N ] | ! J | I | _ !
51 | ! 1 { | ] | 1 ! | ! | | 1 | ] | ] ! !
6_1 I ! { | | ] ! | ! ! ] ! | l { L1 | ! !
71 L] ] | | { ] ! ! | i J | ! i ] L1 ] ] J

8.1 L [ | | L | 1 { I _ ] ! ! | | - | | !
3.1 | | L | L i | { | ! 1 | | ] i L L | i
0| 1 { ! L i | | | | | L1 L i l 1 ! | |
11 ] | | | | i i | ! | ] ! { | ! | | | L l |
121 ] L 1 J | | | 1 | ! { | ] ] ] | 1| { | !
13 4 | ] ] ] )i | ] | | ! | | i ] | ] | 1 ] | ]
14} ! { i ] ] | J | { | ] | | | | | P ] | ]
15 ] L | | { J | 1 ! ! | { i l | ) 11 | | l
Ls_| [ | | ! { | { { ! { | | ! | | L | { )
{74 1 ! | ! | ! | i ! { { | | | i ] ] | i |
18| ] ] | | _ ! l | i ! | ] _ ] ] L ! ! i
3] il ] ! ! | ! ] ! ] ! ] i 3! | | L | i ! _
| L] 1 | | ! ] i J | ~ | 1 1 | | {1 ] ] |
o L ! ] { i ] B L ] { | ] i | | { 11 | | !
a_l 1| | | | | 1 ] ! ] ! { | | | | L] | ] 1
1] I | { ] | { | ] | | i 1 I | | L ! i |
4 | L | | | ! ! | | | i | | J ] | 11 { ] 1
5 1 L1 ! | [ i . ! ! | | ! [ | | L ! ] !
I I “ ! ] ! L ; ! ! | | ] ! | | L] ! | l
| 1 ! ! | ! ] | | ] ! ] | ] | ] L { j
S N { ! _ ! | | ! | L ! { | | 1 L] _ | i
I I | ] | | ] ] | ] L | ] | ! ] L] ] ! _
o 1 | | _ ! | 1 | | L ! | ! | | L i | !
{ ] D { | | | ] 1 I L 1 ! i | ! i ] | |
I attest that the information recorded on this form is true and accurate;
8ara gee reverse side of Page for explanation of column headings. (sign and date)



Appendix I. Commercial Catch Report Form I

Years in Use, STT/STJ: 96/97
Years in Use, STX: 96/97

COMMERCIAL CATCH REPORT FORM FOR JULY 1 096
tme - boat reg. no.

—— number of helpers used
W meport 0 buoy colors Did you fish this month? ___ Yes No
. HOOK FISH | NET FISH | SPEARGUN POTLOBSTER | LOBSTER CONCH | BAITHISH/ | AREAS FISHED Did you fish more
lyo # Pots .

by FRY

FISH # Pots
onth lbs Hauled 1bs Ibs 1bs Haulod

than 3 miles from
k shore (Yes/No/Both)

— m

I attest that the information recorded on this form s true and accurate.

b (sign & date)

!



Appendix J. Commercial Catch Report Form J

Years in Use, STX: 96/97

“wnwieLicddl Lacch Report NoOv. ER 1996
No. Helpers
Boat Reg. no. vyI- Home Port Buoy colors__
TYPE OF FISH CAUGHT
Eeﬁmoml?mm:mmngEcmn {Mackrl|pelagic ‘mg*mmwnﬁm:__noumnnlno:nicm.mnnsnm
[ | i1

Name ID No.

| Gear | area |Hours _nno:umlm:mvglongn [Jack _mcnmmoimmw«on_\mwmﬁﬂm
. . 1 1 '

0 AFis E 1 ] 1 ] i b DT/ bs| | 3 ibs £
N ! | ! | _ ] l | ! i i ] { b ! | i
4] 1 ! | i | l i _ { ] ! i1 i _ |
3] ! | i | | { | | ! _ | { | L] ! |
4 1 | | | ] { ] | | | ! ! I ] { ] | | |
S | _ ! | { ! | | | ] l ! ] L ] _ !
ST I S| ! i | ! | ] ) ! | IO SR | { | L] | ! !
S R ] 1 | ] | R I | { | | 1 ] | ]
LF.r:LrLII.L!frF L | I | ! ! | ! | | | 1 | { !
- I N N | | ! { I | i | } ! | | L { | 1
0] [ I { | L | | | 1 ! I | { | ! 1 | ! !
11} 1! | i | / { ! | [ { ! ! { | | L1 { ] I
12 ] L ! ] _ | ] ] ! | _ | S| _ ] ! [ | l I
i3] i | ! ] ] ! ! ! | | ] ! | | ] (. | i L
- I N N ! | | L l { | i L | _ ] 1] | | !
2y | ] | ] ] ! i ) IS ! | | ! i J J | I
-0 N ! N | | / { S D / | | 1 L1 | ] }
A S | | | ! ! | ! { | [ | I i | ] [ l
8] L1 ] e ] | ] ] ! L ! | f ] ! ] ] { 1 i
a1 L | 1 ! | S I i ] L1 L ! | !
S Y N _ | ] l I ! | | { | | i ! . | ] |
ol | ! 1 | i | ! _ | ! | ! | | | | ]
P S | 1 | 1 ] ! | | ) ! | [ | ] | ] !
I N | l | ] | ! 1 | | i | ] ] [ | L | L *
S N | R ! [ ! | l | ] l | { 1 | ] L
EIL’[![ e ! i i l l ! l ! L | ] {
FFLI[T l ! ; 4 ! | ! | j | f L] 1 ! L
Er’nrlr{rultl[ L1 _ O S | J ! | ] | L | | :
E’FLILI[‘K { ! ] VlloLiIltL[ ) 1 | } S S | 1 } |
E'IFLI._{L.ILV i | | ] | L J ] L1 ! L | ] !
L.JFI.H’ILJIILIL ! | ! R N | L1 ! [ { | _
L L1 SR S | | | | _ | 1l | | | L { | !
I attest that the information recorded on this form is true and accurate:
easa see reverse sida of Page for explanation of column headings. (sign and date)



‘name bostreg.no. vi- buoy colors

97
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Received at BFW
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Appendix K. Commercial Catch Report Form K

Years in Use, STT/STJ: 97/98
Years in Use, STX: 97/98

REVISED COMMERCIAL CATCH REPORT FORM FOR JULY 1997

lotal traps in waler: fishpols —__  jobsler pots no.helpers used

Q Gear ;Gear { Area |Hours Grouper | Snapper |Grunt | Jack |Surgeon |Parrot | Sheifish Trigger ! Angel (Barra | Goat |Mackrl | offshore ! FAD|Baitfish ILobster |Conch | Whelk | Distance
b Type| No. | Fished | Fished| Ibs Ibs Ibs | |bs Ibs Ibs fbs Ibs | {bs | lbs ibs lbs [ D/T/W lbs Ibs lbs | |bs lbs | from land

i : H M !

1 attest that the information recorded on this form is true and accurate.
'Y ) {sign & date)

Diviaka of Peh & WEAiN 97.06 CWE




name

Appendix L. Commercial Catch Report Form L

COMMERCIAL CATCH REPORT FORM FOR JULY 1 Q97

boat reg. no.

total traps in water: fish pots

Years in Use, STT/STJ: 97/98

buoy colors

lobster pots

Did you fish this month? Yes _____

number of helpers used

No

POT FISH
day of # Pots

month  1bs

HOOK FISH
1bs

NET FISH

SPEARGUN
Ibs FISH

POT LOBSTER
# Pots

LOBSTER
by
DIVING

Ibs of
meat

WHELK | BAITFISH/
FRY

Ibs

AREAS FISHED

¥

Did you fish more
than 3 miles from

land? (Yes/No/Both)

b5 pauled

O DN D DI N [

Diviskon of Fluh & Widis 97.05 CWB

*

I attest that the information recorded on this form is true and accurate,

l

(sign & date)
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Received at DFW )
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Appendix M. Commercial Catch Report Form M

Years in Use, STT/STJ: 98/99
Years in Use, STX: 98/99

REVISED COMMERCIAL CATCH REPORT FORM FOR JULY 1998

boat reg. no. vi- buoy colors

total traps in water: fish pots lobster pots no.helpers used
Area iHours | Grouper | Snapper | Grunt [ Jack [Surgeon | Parrot | Shelish {Trigger { Angel [Barra | Goat | Mackrl offshore | FAD; Baltfish Lobster |Conch | Whelk- o.m:.:nna
Fished : Fished] Ibs tos s | 1lbs Ibs tbs tbe bs i lbs i ibs i Ibs Ibs i D/T/W Ibs lbs Ibs | meat! meat | from lan
! i ! 1
Division of Fiutt & Wldih .06 CWB Y . . @
L attest that the information recorded on this form is true and accurate.
> (sign & date)}



1ame

day of
month

Appendix N. Commercial Catch Report Form N

lotal iraps in water: fish pots

boat reg. no.

Years in Use, STT/STJ: 98/99

lobster pots

buoy colors

COMMERCIAL CATCH REPORT FORM FOR ..._ C —1< 1 @@w

number of helpers used
Did you fish this month? Yes

No

POT FISH
b # Pots
S Hauled

HOOK FISH
ibs

NET FISH
lbs

SPEARGUN
FISH
1bs

POT LOBSTER

LOBSTER
by
DIVING

CONCH
Ibs of
meat

1bs of

WHELK

meat

BAITFISH/

1 FRY

lbs

AREAS FISHED

\ 4

Did you fish more
than 3 miles from
land? (Yes/No/Both)

€O Q0 N[O [N [ (G IO | =

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Diviske of Fish & Wildih 98.06 CWB

I attest that the information recorded on this form is

*

Y and accurate.

{sign & date)



Appendix O. Commercial Catch Report Form O

Years in Use, STT/STJ: 1999/2000
Years in Use, STX: 1999/2000

REVISED COMMERCIAL CATCH REPORT FORM FOR JULY 1999

name boal reg. MO, VI~ e buoy colors tote! tréps in water: fishpots ———  lobSISY POIB e NO.heIpErS used

Day : Gear Gear | Area Hours Grouper | Snapper |Grunt | Jack |Surgeon |Parrot |Shtsh iTrigoer IPorgy [Barra | Goat | Mackr] | Offshore FAD: Baitfish | Lobster {(Conch | Whelk | Distance
(Type, No. | Fished Fished| lbs | Jbs | bs | Mbs { tbs | tbs | ™ | ibs | tbs | tbs | Ibs | mn | O/TW by . lbs from land

4 JuJY 18

Received at DFW P

-

(sign & date) R
4 Tatest that the information recorded on this form s true and accurate.

}



Received at DFY

Appendix P. Commercial Catch Report Form P

Years in Use

, STT/STJ: 00/01

Years in Use, STX: 00/01
REVISED COMMERCIAL CATCH REPORT FORMFOR  JULY 2000
Name boatreg.no. ——o buoycolors ——— . total traps In water: fishpots - _ lobster pots ——-. no.helpers used _ _.. .
Grouper : Snapper ‘Grunt | Jack Surgeon | Parrot ; SheMish Tooqr Porgy Barra | Goat :Mackr : Offshore [FAD | Buitfish ; Lobster Congh * Whelk | Distance

}

_ Lattest that the information recorded on thig form is true and accurate,




By B

g JULY 7

]

Received at DFW B>

name

boat reg. no. Vi-

Appendix Q. Commercial Catch Report Form Q

Years in Use, STT/STJ: 01/02
Years in Use, STX: 01/02

REVISED COMMERCIAL CATCH REPORT FORM FOR ~ JULY 2001

buoy colors total traps in water: fish pots

lobster pots no. helpers used

g
~

Gear
Type

Gear
No.

Arca
Fished

Hours
Fished

Grouper
its

Snapper | Grunt | Jack | Surgeon { Parrot |Shelfish| Trigger Porgy | Barra|{ Goat | Mackrl | Offshore
Ibs

Ibs

Ibs bs | s | bs |.Mbs | s | bs | tbs | s | omw |FAD

Baitfish
Ibs

Lobster
Ibs

Conch

Whelk

Distance
from land

vt afwipl—

(sign & date}

¢ | attest that the information rer  "d on this form Is true and accurate.

}




JULY 20

-

evravenvrrbasnowe

22
FE
: {24
1125
1126
1127
: {28
(29
‘130
31

Name:

ID#.:

Appendix R. Commercial Catch Report Form R

Years in Use, STT/STJ: 02/03
Years in Use, STX: 02/03

COMMERCIAL CATCH REPORT FORM FOR JULY 2002

Boat Reg. No, VI-

Buoy Colors:

Total pots fished: fish pots lobster pots: no. of helpers used: ____

day | gear [ gear | area

Distance
from land
(miles)

fished

grouper
ibs

napper
Ibs

grunt
Ibs

jack
ibs

surgeon
Ibs

parrot
Ibs

shellfish
fbs

trigger
Ibs

POTRY
ibs

berra
Ibs

goat
Ibs

mackerel
tba

baitfish
1bs

fobster
ths

conch
meat
Ibs

whelk
Ibs

Offshore
D/ITIW

FAD
#

artificial
reef #

6&QOW&UN~

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

2

Report received by:

L attest that the information recorded on this form is true and accutate (sign & date)

)




Appendix S. Commercial Catch Report Form S

Years in Use, STT/STJ. 03/04
Years in Use, STX: 03/04

COMMERCIAL CATCH REPORT FORM  JULY 2003

Name: ID #: Boat Reg. No.: VI- Total Pots Fished: Fish pots Lobster pots No. of Helpers:

date | gear} gear} area | distance | hours Jgrouper|snapper|grunt] jack | surgeon | parrot | shetifish | trigger| porgy | barra| goat | mackerel} baitfish | lobster| canch{ whelk | pelagic | released | FAD artificial
fished{ type| no. |fished| from land| fished/ § Ibs Ibs lbs { Ibs | Ibs Ibs Ibs Ibs s | Ibs | Ibs Ibs Ibs Ibs { meat |inshell| D/T/W| D/A& | # | reef #

(miles) 1s lbs | Ibs F/L

[~ R RN RN (V3 B AFRR 10 R

&

10
1
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31 !

Initial & date when report received: 1 attest that the information recorded on this form is true and accurate (sign & date)

!



JULY 2004

>

RECEIVED AT DFW:

Appendix T. Commercial Catch Report Form T

Years in Use, STT/STJ: 04/05
Years in Use, STX: 04/05

COMMERCIAL CATCH REPORT FORM  JULY 2004

Name: D# Boat Reg. No.: VI- Total Pots Fished:  Fish pots Lobster pots No. of Helpers: _____
date | gear{gear| area &nli_ss trap | grouper| snapper|grunt| jack surgeon) parrot | shellfish)trigger] porgy [ barma | gost] mackerel] bait [iobster cotich [whelk] pelagic [FAD] Other catch |released
fished{type| no. (fished] from {fished] soak Ibs tba Jios{ tbs | Ibs | ftbg bs | lbs | the | tbs {lbs! Ibs | tbs Ibs | meat| Ibs | DAV No. DiA &

land time Jos Ibs fish | FL
(miles) (hours) fbs | type

i ] 1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28 1
29 )
30
31

Initial & date when report received: Lattest that the information recorded o this form is true and accurate (sign & date)
)




