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¢ Based on 6,000 + tagged and
released red snapper

¢ [agging program extended for more
than a decade

¢ Performed from a charter boat
¢ en average fishermen
¢ Mate released fish






Released fish rated 1-4

¢ 1: released fish immediately
returned to the bottom

¢ 2: released fish showed some Initial
distress, then returned to bottom

¢ 3: released fish showed severe
distress, semetimes stiruggling at the
surface

9 45 released sk suiferedrapparent
lethal IR uRy






¢ All fish were tagged, and bladder gas
released

¢ All 2,3, and 4 fish were considered as
release mortality
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Results

» At 21 M, release mortality = 9%

» At 27 M, release mortality: = 149

) FElease moertality’ = 18%0

» Overall release m




Caveats
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¢ Recent circle hook/j-hook comparisons
Indicate use of circle hooks could reduce

release: mortality, By 50%.

¢ Presence ofi dolphins has/hecome. more of
2 preplem in the last 2 years.:

¢ Use ol VIdeo on recent tiijps dEMONStiates
Most released fishrrestumernear nexmeal
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Conclusion

¢ 1496 release mortality in the
recreational fishery Is a very.
conservative estimate

» Additional reduction could ececur with
USE: Off CIrcle NerKS, and care: by, the
mates.
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