Monitoring of Commercially Exploited Fisheries Resources in Puerto
Rico
(Abstract only)
Aida Rosario Jimenez

SEDAR35-DW-01

Submitted: 20 September 2013

This information is distributed solely for the purpose of pre-dissemination peer review. It does
not represent and should not be construed to represent any agency determination or policy.



Please cite this document as:

Rosario-Jimenez, A. 2013. Monitoring of commercially exploited fisheries resources in Puerto
Rico. (Abstract only) SEDAR35-DW-01. SEDAR, North Charleston, SC. 1 page.



SEDAR 35
Monitoring of Commercially Exploited Fisheries Resources in Puerto Rico®
by
Aida Rosario Jimenez

899 Halcén Urb. Country Club, San Juan Puerto Rico 09924

This project was funded by the Commercial Fisheries Research and Development Act (PL 88-309),
Program 2-395-R.

ABSTRACT

A monitoring program was conducted for two sampling periods, first from April 1986 to March 1987 and
second from April 1987 to March 1988 to determine the distribution, relative abundance, and seasonal
population fluctuations of commercially exploited fish and spiny lobster resources in selected fishing
areas around Puerto Rico. Three coasts were monitored: East, South and West.

A total of 58 species of 16 families were monitored during the first sampling period for a total of over
642 kg of finfishes. For that same period a total of over 108 kg of spiny lobsters were monitored. During
the second sampling period 68 species belonging to 18 families were monitored for a total of over 1,528

kg.

Two species of groupers (Serranidae) constituted the majority of the catch for both sampling periods.
During the first sampling period groupers made up 40% by number of the total sample, of which the
coney (Epinephelus fulvus) and red hind (E. guttatus) represented 23.9 and 19.9% by number
respectively. For the second sampling period 59.9% by number of the catch was constituted by the
species above mentioned; of which red hinds made up 30.9%, while the coney 29.1%. Singly, only one
other species constituted a considerable part of the catch for both sampling periods; the lane snapper

(Lutjanus synagris), which made up 20.2 and 5.7% for the first and second sampling years respectively.

Species composition for the east and south coasts were similar with predominant species members of
the following families: grunt (Haemulidae), snappers (Lutjanidae), and groupers (Serranidae). On the
other hand for the west coast the predominant species were groupers and snappers. The species

composition was practically the same for both sampling periods.



