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A marine game fish tagging program has run in SC since 1974. It relies on volunteer anglers, who tag and
release fish and report the species, length and location to the SC Department of Natural Resources. As
many as 14,000 anglers actively participated in tagging at least 1 fish during the period 1974-2004. Since
then, participation has been limited to recreational anglers who have completed a training workshop,
and the total number of trained taggers was limited to 225 statewide. Further details of the tagging
program are provided in the working document SEDAR18-DWO02.

During the SEDAR18 assessment workshop, problems arose in estimating the age selectivity of B2
(caught and released) red drum in the southern region (SC, GA, FL) due to lack of relevant data.
Information on the ages of fish tagged by SC anglers might therefore be useful since these fish
effectively represent the B2 component of the recreational catch.

For each year since 1981, the total lengths of red drum at the time of tagging (extracted from marine
game fish tag database) were used to estimate the number of fish tagged and released by age class. In
order to do this, age-length keys were derived using the SCDNR Inshore Fisheries database, which ages a
proportion of red drum caught in its fishery-independent surveys. These fish are aged according to
either size-cohorts (age 0 and some age 1 fish), scales (fish < 4 yrs) or otoliths (fish > 4yrs).

Table 1 shows the numbers of red drum tagged by the SC marine game fish tagging program, by size
class (TL), for each year since 198. The results from applying the age-lengths keys to the marine game
fish tag data are shown in Table 2.
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Table 1. Numbers of red drum tagged by the SC marine game fish tagging program, by size class (TL), for

each year since 1981. Major changes in regulation periods are shown below.
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Table 2

The percentage of red drum tagged by the SC marine game fish tagging program, by age class, for each year since 1981. Major changes in
regulation periods are shown below.
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