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A mandatory program for collecting commercial landings in Florida was started by the
Florida Department of Natural Resources in 1984. Florida’s first full year of official
landings is 1986. Original data collected included fisherman license, dealer license, date
of landing, area fished, county landed, depth fished, number of traps, soak time, time
fished, species, size, amount of catch and unit price. In 1991, gear fished became a
mandatory part of the trip ticket . In 1995, under the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection, unit price, area fished, and depth became mandatory, though
they had been a part of the original trip ticket. In 2000, under the new Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC), fields for species grade, number of crew, and
disposition of the catch (discards) were added as well.

From 1986-2005, 143,052 trips have been recorded so far where gag were reported
landed. In that time, statewide gag landings in Florida have increased from 455 mt in
1986 to 1,425 mt in 2004. Landings in 2005 are at 1,169 mt, but are very preliminary and
incomplete. Number of trips has fluctuated from 4,001 in 1986 to 9,173 in 1998. There
were 7,531 gag trips reported in 2004.

Approximately 85% of gag landings in Florida come from the Gulf of Mexico. Gulf
landings have averaged about 778 mt from 1986-2004, compared to 112 mt from the
Atlantic. Statewide, primary gears used for catching commercial gag are hook & line,
long line, and electric reel. These gear types account for an average of 52%, 22%, and
19%, respectively, of the total gag landings from 1986-2004. Other gears with notable
gag landings were dive/spear and trap. Percentages in the Gulf are very similar to the
statewide figures, but longline landings in the Atlantic are replaced by dive/spear
landings which rival gag landings by electric reel at about 20% each. Landings by area
indicate that in the Gulf, the heaviest catches of gag grouper occur in the central West,
Big Bend, and panhandle regions. In the Atlantic, most gag are harvested from off
Northeast Florida.

Catch per trip statewide exhibited an increasing trend from 1986-2005 with the highest
yield in 2005 at 203 kg per trip. This trend has it’s heaviest contribution from Gulf of
Mexico landings which exhibit a similar trend in catch per trip. Atlantic catch per trip
shows only a slight increasing catch per trip during this period. Gag landings by longline
show a dramatic increase in catch per trip from 1995-2002, then slightly declining to
2005. Landing by electric reel gradually declined until 1996, then increased dramatically
to 157 kg per trip in 1999. Catch per trip has since fluctuated between 150 and 250 kg
per trip. Gag landings by hook and line showed a slight increasing trend from 1986-
2005. Again, Gulf catch per trip by gear exhibits very similar trends to statewide catch
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per trip. But Atlantic catch per trip fluctuates wildly for most gears from 1986-2005, so
just looking at the total catch per trip simply smoothes the effects of what’s happening
there.

A look at statewide species composition from trips where gag were caught shows gag
mostly associated with other species in the shallow water grouper complex, snapper
complex, porgies, amberjacks, and triggerfish. Similar associations are evident in both
the Gulf and Atlantic.

With regard to discards, fishers and dealers were given a way to report discsards on trip
tickets as of November of 2000. Since then, we’ve only received 6 records of discarded
gag grouper. Price has been a mandatory data element since 1995. Data since 11/2000
show 172 gag records with no price which may be an indication of discarded catch.



FLORIDA
FISH AND WILDLIFE
CONSERVATION
COMMISSION

Florida Marine Research Institute

Marine Fisheries Trip Ticket Office

100 8th Avenue SE
ot. Petersburg, FL 33701-5020

127-822-8783

SCAMBIA¢ SANTAROSA | OMALOOSA o
27 67 56 30 WO
i ASHIMNGTON 42
Tﬁ W |
?? CALHOLUN
BAY 17
' | 13
1 [l ' g |
| . | GULF
Pensacola | Destin , 3 33
Offshore waters  10.0 | Offshore waters 9.0 |
Pensacola Bay 10.1 | Choctawhatchee I
East Bay 10.1 | Bay 9.1 .
EscambiaBay 102 | Federal waters 9.9 : Panama City
Perdido Bay 103 | : Offshore waters 8.0
Federal waters 109 | St. Andrew Bay 8.1
| St JosephBay 8.2
I West Bay 8.3
I North Bay B.3
| Federal waters 8.9

Marine Fisheries Trip Ticket
FISHING AREA CODE MAP

Fishery Management Regulations can be found at the following Web sites:
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Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council www.gulfcouncil.org/
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Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission www.floridaconservation.org
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Florida Marine Research Institute www.floridamarine.org
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FMRI Fax (Trip Ticket Office)
Florida Marine Research Institute

FWC Tallahassee

Division of Marine Fisheries
Licenses and Permits Section
Marine Fisheries Management
Marine Fisheries Services
LAW ENFORCEMENT

Marine Fisheries Trip Ticket Office 727/822-8783

727/894-6181
727/896-8626

850/487-0554
850/487-3122
850/488-6058
850/922-4340
888/404-3922

National Marine Fisheries Service
St. Petersburg—Fisheries Mgmt.
St. Petersburg—Permits

727/570-5305
727/570-5326

Federal Councils
S. Atlantic Fishery Mgmt. Council 843/571-4366
Gulf of Mexico Fish. Mgmt. Council 813/228-2815

Interstate Commissions
Atlantic States Marine Fish. Comm. 202/289-6400
Gulf States Marine Fish. Comm. 228/875-5912

117 Georgia

Pine Island Sound
San Carlos Bay
Estero Bay
Rookery Bay :
Other inland waters 4.6
Lake Okeechobee 4.8
Federal waters 4.9

A . . - G - . . - - . . G

Other Fishing

Areas

Barbados

Bahamas

Cuba

Jamaica

Haiti

Dominican Republic
Virgin Islands
Puerto Rico

Everglades
Offshore waters
Whitewater Bay

[ Federal waters

|
W|o I === ==
186.0 |
186.1 | 2
W2 | Tortugas
186.3 | - ,
186.4 All water 2.0
186.5 ! Federal waters—
EE'E- | Gulf Council 2.8
186. ] Federal waters—

South Atlantic

Canineil

All other inland waters 3.2

Federal waters
north of US1 1.8

Federal waters
emiith af 1129 409

|

|

' Morth of US1 (Florida Bay) 748.1
| Federal waters

I

|

SEDAR10-DW-07

MASSAL
cansoeN i I s 55 Jacksonville
-l MADISON 24 L Offshore waters 722.0
47 43 50 i DUVAL 72 2 St. Marys River 722.2
LIBERTY L SUWANNEE | oo umeun| 12 26 Nassau River 7224
49 75 TAYLOR il 99 St. Johns River 7225
9 - 44 rong| 20 7 2 8
- Apalachee Bay 3 | msen EEL st Ausustinie
Offshore waters 7.0 ook paomey  {f 64 =y
St. Vincent Sound 7.1 25 ; Offshore waters 728.0
| Apalachicola Bay 71 [ 28 Inland waters 728.1
| East Bay 71 i St. Johns River (Green Cove
| St. George Sound 7.2 48 MARION Spgs to Lake George) 728.5
| Other inland waters 7.3 52 VOLUSIA Lake George 728.8
 _ _Ffederalwaters _ 79 74 Federal waters 728.9
| CITRUS 3
Crystal River- 9 el L (89 € 132
Tarpon Springs w0\ 70 b g4 = Cape Canaveral
g:lanure mlr:ai;rs n E? 6 37 58 i[:}rlfsh;re waters Eg?
. JOSEpNE coun { PASCO = nianag waters '
Other inland waters 6.2 61 r St, Johns River
Federal waters 6.9 | 15 (below Lake George) 732.5
HHLLEB0RCLICH POLK R Federal waters 732.9
I fa?“ﬁﬂ ——————— 39 EE 59 N
Dffshore waters 5.0 mﬂ:ﬁlm 73 6
Tampa Bay 5.1 g
St. Josephs Sound 5.2 5 D Fort Pierce
i?ir:asﬂzriﬂaa;nund gg 66 Offshore waters 736.0
. Inland waters  736.1
Other inland waters 5.5 MARTIN Federal waters 736.9
Federal waters 5.9
Oftshore waters
Charlotte Harbor
Fort Myers Lemon Bay 741

West Palm Beach

Offshore waters 741.0
Inland waters  741.1
Federal waters 741.9

— O T S S . T

AMiami 7 44
§ Offshore waters 744.0

* Florida Ba

7441

3.0 Biscayne Bay hnnn—HF' 744.3
q 1 Biscayne Bay NP (inside) 744.4
; Biscayne Bay NP (outside) 744.5
Biscayne Bay NP (federal) 744.8
3.9 Card Sound 744.6
Barnes Sound 7447
HHHHHHHHHH Federalwaters ~ 744.9
1 Keywest ' . 748
- v Ny ‘ﬁ-ll"“
i Marathon
‘South of US1 1.0 South of US1 748.0
North of US1 1.1

748.9



