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SEDAR

SouthEast Data, Assessment, and Review

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council 4055 Faber Place Drive
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council

Caribbean Fishery Management Council North Charleston SC 29405

NOAA Fisheries Southeast Fisheries Science Center Phone (8 43) 571-4366
NOAA Fisheries Southeast Regional Office

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission Fax (843) 769-4520

Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission http -//www.sefsc. noaa.govlsedar/

MEMORANDUM

TO: Robert Mahood, Executive Director, SAFMC

FROM: Julie A. Neer, SEDAR Coordinator

DATE: January 12, 2010

RE: Council appointees for SEDAR 23, Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic Goliath Grouper

SEDAR 23 will assess the Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic stock of goliath grouper.
Workshop dates are: Data Workshop, April 26 — 30, 2010; Assessment Workshop, August 2-6,
2010; and SSC Review Workshop, November 15 - 19, 2010. Data and Assessment workshops
will begin at 1:00 p.m. on Monday and conclude by 1:00 p.m. on Friday. The Review workshop
will occupy approximately three days during the review week.

As the State of Florida is responsible for the assessment, they will be responsible for contacting
the data and assessment scientists they deem necessary for the successful completion of the
assessment. SEDAR will be proving support for a small number of Council representatives to
participate and observe the process.

Therefore, | am requesting the appointment of the following participants for the Data and
Assessment Panels associated with SEDAR 23.

Data Workshop Panel: 1 Council representative, 1 SSC member, 1 AP member
Assessment Workshop: 1 Council representative, 1 SSC member, 1 AP member

I would appreciate it if this matter could be included for discussion at your March 2010 Council
meeting. Please inform me of the results of your consideration by March 12, 2010.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Julie A Neer
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SEDAR

SouthEast Data, Assessment, and Review

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council 4055 Faber Place Drive
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council

Caribbean Fishery Management Council North Charleston SC 29405

NOAA Fisheries Southeast Fisheries Science Center Phone (8 43) 571-4366
NOAA Fisheries Southeast Regional Office

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission Fax (843) 769-4520

Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission http -//www.sefsc. noaa.govlsedar/

MEMORANDUM

TO: Robert Mahood, Executive Director, SAFMC

FROM: Julie A. Neer, SEDAR Coordinator

DATE: January 12, 2010

RE: Schedule approval for SEDAR 23, Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic Goliath Grouper

Enclosed please find the proposed schedule for SEDAR 23 Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic
Goliath Grouper. Please review this information, and approve according to South Atlantic
Council SEDAR procedures.

I would appreciate it if this matter could be included for discussion at your March 2010 Council
meeting. Please inform me of the results of your consideration by March 12, 2010.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Julie A Neer
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SEDAR 23
Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic Goliath Grouper
Schedule of Events

Draft January 2010
TORS and Schedule APProOVEQ: .........cccoiueiiiiiieisise e February/March 2010
Workshop Appointments Final: .........c.cccooviiveiiie e February/March 2010
Data Workshop Deadlines
Data Scoping Conference Call (DW Panel):.........ccccoeoiininininiiccce e March 22-26, 2010
DW Hotel Reservation CUt OFf: ........ooiiieiii it March XX, 2010
DW Working Paper/Data Submission to SEDAR Staff: .........c.ccooviiiiiiiiiiccies April 9, 2010
Data Evaluation Workshop: (Saint Petersburg, FL) ......cc.ccoooiiiiiininicnennns April 26 - 30, 2010
First draft of DW report complete...........cccooviviiiiiiinincicicee April 30, 2010 (end of workshop)
Final DW Reports Complete & Distribution to AW Panel:...........cccooovvviiiiiiincnnn June 11, 2010
Final DW Data Spreadsheet Complete & Distribution to AW Panel: ............cccccoeeee. June 11, 2010
Assessment Workshop Deadlines
AW Hotel ReSErvation CUL O ..ottt r et e e er e e e e July XX, 2010
Assessment workshop working papers SUbMmMisSioN: ..........cooeoviinininneneeeee July 16, 2010
Assessment Workshop: (Saint Petersburg, FL) ..o August 2 - 6, 2010
First draft of AW report complete.........cccovvvvvevieveieece s, August 6, 2010 (end of workshop)
Final AW Data Spreadsheet Complete: .......cccooveiiiiii e October 22, 2010
Final Assessment Report to SEDAR Staff .........cccoooiiiiiiiiieee e, October 22, 2010
Review Workshop Deadlines
Review Workshop Hotel CUt-0ff: ... October XX, 2010
RW Working Paper SUDMISSION: .......ccoiveiieiie et November 1, 2010
Final distribution to review panel: ... November 1, 2010
Pre-RW Conference Call (Analytical team, RW Chair)...........ccccccevvviviieiennns November 8-12, 2010
RW Panel Introductory Conference Call (RW Panel, Chair)............ccccovevuenene November 8-12, 2010
Review Workshop: (FL KEYS) ... November 15 - 19, 2010
First Draft Review Reports: ........ccccovvveveevieniie e e November 19, 2010 (end of workshop)
Review Workshop Panel Drafts due to Chair: .........ccccooiiiiiiniiie e, November 26, 2010
Review Workshop Addenda/Revision Reports due to Chair & SEDAR Staff:.. November 26, 2010
Review Workshop Reports due to SEDAR Staff: ... December 3, 2010
Complete Assessment Report Submitted to Councils/fSERO/SEFSC.: ................. December 6, 2010
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SEDAR

SouthEast Data, Assessment, and Review

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council 4055 Faber Place Drive
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council

Caribbean Fishery Management Council North Charleston SC 29405

NOAA Fisheries Southeast Fisheries Science Center Phone (8 43) 571-4366
NOAA Fisheries Southeast Regional Office

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission Fax (843) 769-4520

Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission http -//www.sefsc. noaa.govlsedar/

MEMORANDUM

TO: Robert Mahood, Executive Director, SAFMC

FROM: Julie A. Neer, SEDAR Coordinator

DATE: February 2, 2010

RE: Approval of Terms of Reference for SEDAR 23, Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic
Goliath Grouper

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission have approved the Institute to conduct
a benchmark assessment for Goliath Grouper at their December 2009 meeting. It is their
intention that the assessment be conducted following general SEDAR procedures, with FWRI
coordinating the Data and Assessment Workshops and SEDAR organizing the Review
Workshop. A SEDAR Coordinator will serve as liaison between the Institute and the Councils.

Given that the Commission expects delivery of the completed and reviewed assessment in time
for their December 2010, we are moving forward with planning while we await official approval,
including a SEDAR benchmark number from the SEDAR Steering Committee, which is
expected in early February.

To that end, enclosed are draft Terms of Reference for the SEDAR 23 Goliath Grouper
workshops. Please review this information, modify if necessary, and approve according to Gulf
Council SEDAR procedures.

I would appreciate it if this matter could be included for discussion at your March 2010 Council
meeting. Please inform me of the results of your consideration by March 12, 2010.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Julie A Neer
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SEDAR 23. Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic Goliath Grouper
Draft January 22, 2010 (recommended for approval by GMFMC SSC)
I. Data Workshop

1. Characterize stock structure and develop a unit stock definition. Provide maps of species and
stock distribution.

2. Review, discuss and tabulate available life history information (e.g., age, growth, natural
mortality, reproductive characteristics); provide appropriate models to describe growth,
maturation, and fecundity by age, sex, or length as applicable. Evaluate the adequacy of
available life-history information for conducting stock assessments and recommend life
history information for use in population modeling.

3. Provide measures of population abundance that are appropriate for stock assessment.
Consider and discuss all available and relevant fishery dependent and independent data
sources. Document all programs evaluated, addressing program objectives, methods,
coverage, sampling intensity, and other relevant characteristics. Provide maps of survey
coverage. Develop CPUE and index values by appropriate strata (e.g., age, size, area, and
fishery); provide measures of precision and accuracy. Evaluate the degree to which
available indices adequately represent fishery and population conditions. Recommend
which data sources are considered adequate and reliable for use in assessment modeling.

4. Characterize commercial and recreational catch, including both landings and discard, in
pounds and number. Provide estimates of discard mortality rates by fishery and other strata
as appropriate or feasible. Evaluate and discuss the adequacy of available data for
accurately characterizing harvest and discard by species and fishery sector. Provide length
and age distributions if feasible. Provide maps of fishery effort and harvest.

5. Provide recommendations for future research in areas such as sampling, fishery monitoring,
and stock assessment. Include specific guidance on sampling intensity (number of samples
including age and length structures) and appropriate strata and coverage.

6. Develop a spreadsheet of assessment model input data that reflects the decisions and
recommendations of the Data Workshop. Review and approve the contents of the input
spreadsheet by June 1.

7. Prepare the Data Workshop report providing complete documentation of workshop actions
and decisions (Section I1. of the SEDAR assessment report). Develop a list of tasks to be
completed following the workshop.
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2. Assessment Process

1.

~

10.

11.

12.

Review any changes in data following the data workshop and any analyses suggested by
the data workshop. Summarize data as used in each assessment model. Provide justification
for any deviations from Data Workshop recommendations.
Develop population assessment models that are compatible with available data and
recommend which model and configuration is deemed most reliable or useful for providing
advice. Document all input data, assumptions, and equations.
Provide estimates of stock population parameters (fishing mortality, abundance, biomass,
selectivity, stock-recruitment relationship, etc); include appropriate and representative
measures of precision for parameter estimates.
Characterize uncertainty in the assessment and estimated values, considering components
such as input data, modeling approach, and model configuration. Provide appropriate
measures of model performance, reliability, and ‘goodness of fit’.
Provide yield-per-recruit, spawner-per-recruit, and stock-recruitment evaluations, including
figures and tables of complete parameters.
Provide estimates for SFA criteria consistent with applicable FMPs, proposed FMPs and
Amendments, other ongoing or proposed management programs, and National Standards.
This may include: evaluating existing SFA benchmarks, estimating alternative SFA
benchmarks; and recommending proxy values.
Provide declarations of stock status relative to SFA benchmarks.
Perform a probabilistic analysis of proposed reference points and provide the probability of
overfishing at various harvest or exploitation levels.
Project future stock conditions (biomass, abundance, and exploitation) and develop
rebuilding schedules if warranted; include estimated generation time. Stock projections
shall be developed in accordance with the following:
A) If stock is overfished:
F=0, F=current, F=Fmsy, Ftarget (OY),
F=Frebuild (max that rebuild in allowed time)
B) If stock is overfishing
F=Fcurrent, F=Fmsy, F= Ftarget (OY)
C) If stock is neither overfished nor overfishing
F=Fcurrent, F=Fmsy, F=Ftarget (OY)
Provide recommendations for future research and data collection (field and assessment); be
as specific as practicable in describing sampling design and sampling intensity and
emphasize items which will improve future assessment capabilities and reliability.
Prepare an accessible, documented, labeled, and formatted spreadsheet containing all
model parameter estimates and all relevant population information resulting from model
estimates and any projection and simulation exercises. Include all data included in
assessment report tables and all data that support assessment workshop figures.
Complete the Assessment Process Report (Section 111 of the SEDAR Stock Assessment
Report), prepare a first draft of the Summary Report, and develop a list of tasks to be
completed following the workshop.
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3. Review Workshop

1.
2.

10.

Evaluate the adequacy, appropriateness, and application of data used in the assessment.

Evaluate the adequacy, appropriateness, and application of methods used to assess the
stock.

Recommend appropriate estimates of stock abundance, biomass, and exploitation.

Evaluate the methods used to estimate population benchmarks and management parameters
(e.g., MSY, Fmsy, Bmsy, MSST, MFMT, or their proxies); recommend appropriate
management benchmarks and provide estimated values for management benchmarks, and
declarations of stock status.

Evaluate the adequacy, appropriateness, and application of the methods used to project
future population status; recommend appropriate estimates of future stock condition (e.g.,
exploitation, abundance, biomass).

Evaluate the adequacy, appropriateness, and application of methods used to characterize
uncertainty in estimated parameters. Provide measures of uncertainty for estimated
parameters. Ensure that the implications of uncertainty in technical conclusions are clearly
stated.

Ensure that stock assessment results are clearly and accurately presented in the Stock
Assessment Report and that reported results are consistent with Review Panel
recommendations.

Evaluate the SEDAR Process as applied to the reviewed assessments and identify any
Terms of Reference which were inadequately addressed by the Data or Assessment
Workshops.

Consider the research recommendations provided by the Data and Assessment workshops
and make any additional recommendations or prioritizations warranted. Clearly denote
research and monitoring needs that could improve the reliability of future assessments.
Recommend an appropriate interval for the next assessment, and whether a benchmark or
update assessment is warranted.

Prepare a Peer Review Summary summarizing the Panel’s evaluation of the stock
assessment and addressing each Term of Reference. Develop a list of tasks to be completed
following the workshop. Complete and submit the Summary Report within 3 weeks of
workshop conclusion.

The review panel may request additional sensitivity analyses, evaluation of alternative assumptions, and
correction of errors identified in the assessments provided by the assessment workshop panel; the review
panel may not request a new assessment. Additional details regarding the latitude given the review panel
to deviate from assessments provided by the assessment workshop panel are provided in the SEDAR
Guidelines and the SEDAR Review Panel Overview and Instructions.

** The panel shall ensure that corrected estimates are provided by addenda to the assessment
report in the event corrections are made in the assessment, alternative model configurations are
recommended, or additional analyses are prepared as a result of review panel findings regarding
the TORs above.**
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SOUTH ATLANTIC FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

4055 Faber Place Drive, Suite 201
North Charleston, SC 29405
TEL 843/571-4366 FAX 843/769-4520

email: safmc@safmc.net Web site: www.safmc.net

Duane Harris, Chairman Robert K. Mahood, Executive Director
David Cupka, Vice Chairman Gregg Waugh, Deputy Executive Director

March 23, 2010
MEMORANDUM

TO: Julie Neer
FROM: John Carmichael

SUBJECT: SAFMC SEDAR 23 (Goliath Grouper) Approvals

The South Atlantic Fishery Management Council approved the SEDAR 23, Goliath Grouper,
SEDAR project schedule and assessment Terms of Reference as provided in the March
meeting Briefing Book. The Council appointed the following individuals to the SEDAR 23
Workshops:

Don DeMaria, SAMFC Snapper-Grouper AP

Gregg DeBrango, SAFMC Snapper-Grouper AP

Ben Hartig, SAFMC Council Member






SOUTH ATLANTIC FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

4055 Faber Place Drive, Suite 201
North Charleston, SC 29405
TEL 843/571-4366 FAX 843/769-4520

email: safmc@safmc.net Web site: www.safmc.net

Duane Harris, Chairman Robert K. Mahood, Executive Director
David Cupka, Vice Chairman Gregg Waugh, Deputy Executive Director

March 23, 2010
MEMORANDUM

TO: Dale Theiling
FROM: John Carmichael

SUBJECT: SAFMC SEDAR 24 Atlantic Red Snapper Approvals

The South Atlantic Fishery Management Council approved the SEDAR 24 benchmark stock
assessment of Atlantic red snapper project schedule as provided in the March 2010 meeting
Briefing Book.

The Council approved the SEDAR 24 Terms of Reference with the modifications shown in
Attachment 1.

The Council appointed participants to the SEDAR 24 data, assessment and review workshops
as noted in Attachment 2. This listing includes both appointments made during the March
2010 SAFMC meeting, as well as several additional appointments of state agency personnel
necessary to ensure adequate representation of all jurisdictions and data sources.





Attachment 1. SAFMC Modified Terms of Reference for SEDAR 24.

Data Workshop Terms of Reference

Modifications indicated in italics

1.

Review stock structure and unit stock definitions and consider whether changes are
required.

Review, discuss, and tabulate available life history information (e.g., age, growth, natural
mortality, reproductive characteristics); provide appropriate models to describe growth,
maturation, and fecundity by age, sex, or length as applicable. Evaluate the adequacy of
available life-history information for conducting stock assessments and recommend life
history information for use in population modeling. Provide a written description of the
biological sampling programs.

Compare and contrast life history parameter recommendations between the Gulf and
South Atlantic populations of red snapper, and consider whether greater consistency
between assessments of Gulf and South Atlantic stocks is appropriate.

Evaluate expanded otolith sampling efforts conducted during 2009 and consider which
samples are appropriate as indicators of fishery and population age structure. Consider
whether revisions of growth models are justified based on these additional samples.

Review available research and published literature on discard mortality rates, considering
efforts for red snapper and similar species from the Atlantic as well as other areas such as
the Gulf of Mexico, and considering recommendations on discard mortality provided
through SEDAR 7 (Gulf of Mexico Red Snapper). Provide estimates of discard mortality
rates by fishery, gear type, depth, and other feasible strata. Include thorough rationale for
recommended discard mortality rates. Provided justification for any recommendations
that deviate from the range of discard mortality provided in available research and
published literature.

Provide measures of population abundance that are appropriate for stock assessment.
Consider and discuss all available and relevant fishery dependent and independent data
sources. Document all programs evaluated, addressing program objectives, methods,
coverage, sampling intensity, and other relevant characteristics. Provide maps of survey
coverage. Develop CPUE and index values by appropriate strata (e.g., age, size, area,
and fishery); provide measures of precision and accuracy. Evaluate the degree to which
available indices adequately represent fishery and population conditions. Recommend
which data sources are considered adequate and reliable for use in assessment modeling.

Review the application of pre-MRFSS recreational catch records in the SEDAR 15
benchmark assessment and recommend appropriate use of pre-MRFSS data for
assessment of red snapper.

Characterize commercial and recreational catch, including both landings and discards in
both pounds and number. Evaluate and discuss the adequacy of available data for
accurately characterizing harvest and discard by species and fishery sector. Provide
observed length and age distributions if feasible. Provide maps of fishery effort and
harvest. Provide a written description of the discard sampling programs.

Review SEDAR 15 and SEDAR 7 approaches to selectivity of red snapper, post-SEDAR
15 evaluations of fishery selectivity patterns for Atlantic red snapper, and available
length and age composition information to develop recommendations for addressing





10.

11.

12.

fishery selectivity in the assessment model. Specifically address the degree to which
domed shape selectivity should be applied to hook and line fisheries.

Provide recommendations for future research in areas such as sampling, fishery
monitoring, and stock assessment. Include specific guidance on sampling intensity
(number of samples including age and length structures) and appropriate strata and
coverage.

Develop a spreadsheet of assessment model input data that reflects the decisions and
recommendations of the Data Workshop. Review and approve the contents of the input
spreadsheet by June 4.

No later than June 18, 2010, prepare the Data Workshop report providing complete
documentation of workshop actions and decisions (Section Il. of the SEDAR assessment
report). Develop a list of tasks to be completed following the workshop





Assessment Workshop Terms of Reference

Assessment Process |

1. Review any changes in data following the data workshop and any analyses suggested by

10.

11.

the data workshop. Summarize data as used in each assessment model. Provide
justification for any deviations from Data Workshop recommendations.

Develop population assessment models that are compatible with available data and
recommend which model and configuration is deemed most reliable or useful for
providing advice. Document all input data, assumptions, and equations. Include a model
configuration consistent with the SEDAR 15 base run and additional recent data
observations.

Provide estimates of stock population parameters (fishing mortality, abundance, biomass,
selectivity, stock-recruitment relationship, etc); include appropriate and representative
measures of precision for parameter estimates.

Characterize uncertainty in the assessment and estimated values, considering components
such as input data, modeling approach, and model configuration. Provide appropriate
measures of model performance, reliability, and ‘goodness of fit’.

Provide yield-per-recruit, spawner-per-recruit, and stock-recruitment evaluations
including figures and tables of complete parameters.

Provide estimates for SFA criteria consistent with applicable FMPs, proposed FMPs and
Amendments, other ongoing or proposed management programs, and National Standards.
This may include evaluating existing SFA benchmarks, estimating alternative SFA
benchmarks, and recommending proxy values; specific criteria for evaluation will be
specified in the management summary.

Provide declarations of stock status relative to SFA benchmarks, considering both
existing and proposed management parameters.

Perform a probabilistic analysis of proposed reference points and provide the probability
of overfishing at various harvest or exploitation levels and, if the stock is determined to
be overfished, the probability of rebuilding within mandated time periods as described in
the management summary.

Project future stock conditions (biomass, abundance, and exploitation) and develop
rebuilding schedules if warranted; include estimated generation time. Stock projections
shall be developed in accordance with the following:

A) If stock is overfished:
F=0, F=current, F=Fmsy, Ftarget (OY),
F=Frebuild (max that rebuild in allowed time)
B) If stock is overfishing
F=Fcurrent, F=Fmsy, F= Ftarget (OY)
C) If stock is neither overfished nor overfishing
F=Fcurrent, F=Fmsy, F=Ftarget (OY)

Provide recommendations for future research and data collection (field and assessment);
be as specific as practicable in describing sampling design and sampling intensity and
emphasize items which will improve future assessment capabilities and reliability.

Prepare an accessible, documented, labeled, and formatted spreadsheet containing all
model parameter estimates and all relevant population information resulting from model





estimates and any projection and simulation exercises. Include all data included in
assessment report tables and all data that support assessment workshop figures.

12. No later than August 27, 2010, complete the Draft Assessment Workshop Report for
Review (Section 111 of the SEDAR Stock Assessment Report).

Assessment Process Il

1. Review comments submitted during the open pre-review period and review prior
recommendations and assessment results in light of submitted comments.

2. Consider whether corrections, revisions, or additional analyses are justified.

3. Address submitted comments as appropriate and document results through working
papers, addenda to the draft assessment report, or corrections to the draft assessment
report.

4. No later than September 27, 2010, complete the Assessment Workshop Report (Section
111 of the SEDAR Stock Assessment Report).





Review Workshop Terms of Reference

1.
2.

o1

10.

Evaluate the adequacy, appropriateness, and application of data used in the assessment.

Evaluate the adequacy, appropriateness, and application of methods used to assess the
stock.

Recommend appropriate estimates of stock abundance, biomass, and exploitation.

Evaluate the methods used to estimate population benchmarks and management
parameters (e.g., MSY, Fmsy, Bmsy, MSST, MFMT, or their proxies); recommend
appropriate management benchmarks, provide estimated values for management
benchmarks, and provide declarations of stock status.

. Evaluate the adequacy, appropriateness, and application of the methods used to project

future population status; recommend appropriate estimates of future stock condition (e.g.,
exploitation, abundance, biomass).

Evaluate the adequacy, appropriateness, and application of methods used to characterize
uncertainty in estimated parameters. Provide measures of uncertainty for estimated
parameters. Comment on the degree to which methods used to evaluate uncertainty
reflect and capture the significant sources of uncertainty. Ensure that the implications of
uncertainty in technical conclusions are clearly stated.

Ensure that stock assessment results are clearly and accurately presented in the Stock
Assessment Report and that reported results are consistent with Review Panel
recommendations.

Evaluate the SEDAR Process as applied to the reviewed assessment and identify any
Terms of Reference which were inadequately addressed by the Data or Assessment
Workshops.

Consider the research recommendations provided by the Data and Assessment workshops
and make any additional recommendations or prioritizations warranted. Clearly denote
research and monitoring needs that could improve the reliability of future assessments.
Recommend an appropriate interval for the next assessment, and whether a benchmark or
update assessment is warranted.

Prepare a Peer Review Summary summarizing the Panel’s evaluation of the stock
assessment and addressing each Term of Reference. Develop a list of tasks to be
completed following the workshop. Complete and submit the Peer Review Summary
Report no later than November 1, 2010.

* The panel shall ensure that corrected estimates are provided by addenda to the assessment report in
the event corrections are made in the assessment, alternative model configurations are recommended, or
additional analyses are prepared as a result of review panel findings regarding the TORs above.





Attachment 2. SAFMC Appointments to SEDAR 24

Name Affiliation DW | AW RW
SSC
John Boreman SSC X
Matt Cieri SSC X
Chip Collier SSC X X
Marcel Reichert SSC X
Andy Cooper SSC X
Luiz Barbieri SSC X
Scott Crosson SSC (RW Chair) X
State Agency & Data Programs Representatives
Kathy Knowlton GA DNR X
Julie DeFilippi ACCSP X
Erik Robilliard GA DNR X
Jack Holland NC DMF X
Dave Wyanski or SC DNR X
Laurie DiJoy
Stephanie Mclnerny or | NC DMF X
Alan Bianchi
Julie Califf GA DNR X
David Player SC DNR X
Richard Cody FL FWC X
Julie DeFilipi ACCSP X
Jessica Stephens SC DNR X
Mike Murphy or Behzad | FL FWC X
Mahmoudi
Doug Mumford NC DMF X
Chris Wilson NC DMF X
Beverly Sauls FL FWCC X
Janet Tunnell FL FWCC X
Steve Brown FL FWCC X
SAFMC AP






Zack Bowen Charter/Headboat GA X X X
Steve Amick Charter/Headboat GA X X X
Rodney Smith FL, Recreational X X X
Bobby Cardin FL, Commercial X X X
Kenny Fex NC, Commercial X X X
AP Alternates (eligible to fill in if an above appointee cannot attend a workshop)
Gregg DeBrango FL, Commercial X X X
Rob Harris FL, Recreational X X X
Scott Oshourn FL, Commercial X X X
Andy High NC, Commercial X X X
Mark Brown SC, Commercial X X X

Other Fishery and Constituent Representatives

Robert Johnson Charter/Headboat N FL X X
Rusty Hudson Sustainable Fisheries X
Frank Hester Industry Scientist X X
David Crisp FL, Rec X

(Rick Ryals, Alternate)

Council Representatives

X
X
X

George Geiger

Charlie Phillips

X
X
X

Ben Hartig X







John Carmichael

From: John Carmichael
Sent: Wednesday, February 17, 2010 11:35 AM
To: Ben Hartig; Bob Mahood; Brian Cheuvront; Charles Phillips (ga_capt@yahoo.com); David

Cupka (palmettobooks@bellsouth.net); Duane Harris; George Geiger
(georgejgeiger@bellsouth.net); Gregg Waugh; John Carmichael; Louis Daniel; Lt. Brian
Sullivan (Brian.A.Sullivan@USCG.mil); Mac Currin (mcurrinl@bellsouth.net); Mark Robson;
Rita Merritt (MIRIDON@ec.rr.com); Robert Boyles Jr.; Roy Crabtree;
Spud_Woodward@dnr.state.ga.us; Tom Swatzel (tom@swatzel.com); VOShea@asmfc.org
Cc: Rachael Lindsay; Dale Theiling; Mike Collins
Subject: SEDAR 2010 Atlantic Red Snapper Assessment

SAFMC Council Members,

During a meeting via conference call last week, the SEDAR Steering Committee recommended that the
planned update of South Atlantic red snapper be conducted as a benchmark, and that the process be
expedited to meet SAFMC'’s desired deadline of presentation to the Council in December 2010. The
Steering Committee notes that the benchmark process is the more appropriate approach for this
assessment, as it will allow thorough consideration of numerous red snapper assessment issues raised by
the Council in December 2009. Conducting a benchmark assessment will allow the workshop panels
greater flexibility to incorporate new research and data sources and to reconsider key assessment
assumptions in light of current information. Moreover, the benchmark process includes an independent
peer review, which will help ensure that the methods and results are valid and robust, and offers
increased opportunity for public input.

In December 2009 the Council approved Terms of Reference and a schedule for red snapper as an update
assessment, and approved appointments to an update process addressing 3 stocks. Due to the change in
the assessment, the Council will be provided an updated schedule and Terms of Reference based on the
benchmark process for red snapper at the March meeting, and will also be asked to make additional
appointments as appropriate for a red snapper benchmark assessment.

Also be advised that the Steering Committee recommended delaying the planned snowy grouper update
assessment to ensure that adequate resources are available to complete the red snapper benchmark by
December 2009. The black sea bass update will be conducted in 2010, with presentation to the Council
planned for March 2011. The SAFMC SEDAR Committee will be asked in March to reconsider
appointments to the update process in light of the change to only include black sea bass. The Steering
Committee will discuss rescheduling of snowy grouper when it meets in May 2010.

Council members are asked to consider technical and AP appointments for the red snapper benchmark
data, assessment, and review workshops; consider appointments for the black sea bass update process;
and forward recommendations to me for consideration by the SEDAR Committee during the March
SAFMC meeting.

In addition, state agency representatives are encouraged to identify agency staff involved in data
collection, research, and monitoring efforts for red snapper, and forward for appointment to the data and
assessment workshops.

Thanks,
John

_Johwn Ccarmichael





Sclence and Statistics Program Manager

SAFMC

4055 Faber Place Drive

North Charleston, SC 29405
(843) 571-4366 or (866) SAFMC10
Fax (843) 769-4520
John.Carmichael @SAFMC.net





