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SEDAR 
SouthEast Data, Assessment, and Review 

 
Caribbean Yellowtail Snapper and Spiny Lobster 

Data Workshop 
 

December 6 – 10, 2004 
St. Thomas USVI 

 
Terms of Reference 

 
1. Characterize stock structure and develop a unit stock definition. 
2. Evaluate  the quality and reliability of life-history information (Age, growth, natural mortality, 

reproductive characteristics, etc.); provide models to describe growth, maturation, and 
fecundity by age, sex, or length as appropriate. 

3.  Evaluate the quality and reliability of fishery-independent measures of abundance; provide 
indices of population abundance by appropriate strata (e.g., age, size, and fishery); provide 
measures of precision. 

 4. Evaluate the quality and reliability of fishery-dependent measures of abundance; develop 
indices of population abundance by appropriate strata; provide measures of precision. 

 5. Evaluate the quality and reliability fishery-dependent data for determining harvest and discard 
by species and fishery sector; tabulate total annual catch (including both landings and discard 
removals) in weight and number. 

 6. Evaluate the quality and reliability of data available for characterizing the size and age 
distribution of the catch (landings and discard); provide length and age distributions; tabulate 
landings and discards by size, age, and fishery sector. 

7. Evaluate the quality and reliability of available data for estimating the impacts of management 
actions. 

8. Recommend assessment methods and models that are appropriate given the quality and scope 
of the data sets reviewed and management requirements. 

9. Provide recommendations for future research (research, sampling, monitoring, and 
assessment). 

10.  Prepare complete documentation of workshop actions and decisions; generate a data 
workshop report (Section II. of the SEDAR assessment report). 

   
  
 
 
 
 



              
 

Page  of 3 2 

 
 
 
 
 

SEDAR 
SouthEast Data, Assessment, and Review 

 
South Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council 
Caribbean Fishery Management Council 
NOAA Fisheries  
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 
Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission 

c/o SAFMC 
1 Southpark Circle #306 

Charleston SC 29407 
Phone (843) 571-4366 
Fax (843) 769-4520 



              
 

Page  of 3 3 

  
SEDAR 8. Caribbean Yellowtail Snapper and Spiny Lobster, Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic 

Spiny Lobster. 
REVIEW WORKSHOP TERMS OF REFERENCE 

1. Evaluate whether data used in the analyses are treated appropriately and are adequate for assessing the 
stocks; state whether or not the input data are scientifically sound. 

2. Evaluate the adequacy, appropriateness, and application of the methods used to assess the populations; 
state whether or not the methods are scientifically sound. 

3. Recommend appropriate estimates of stock parameters such as abundance, biomass, and exploitation. 
4. Evaluate the adequacy, appropriateness, and application of the methods used to estimate stock status 

criteria (population benchmarks such as MSY, Fmsy, Bmsy, MSST, MFMT). State whether or not the 
methods are scientifically sound. 

5. Recommend appropriate values for stock status criteria. 
6. Evaluate the adequacy, appropriateness, and application of the methods used to project future 

population status and, if appropriate, evaluate stock rebuilding; state whether or not the methods are 
scientifically sound.  

7. Recommend probable values for future population condition and status. 
8. Ensure that all desired and necessary assessment results (as listed in the SEDAR Stock Assessment 

Report Outline) are clearly and accurately presented in the Stock Assessment Report and that such 
results are consistent with the Review Panel’s consensus regarding adequacy, appropriateness, and 
application of the data and methods.  

9. Evaluate the  Data and Assessment Workshops with regard to fulfilling their respective Terms of 
Reference and state whether or not the Terms of Reference for previous workshops are adequately 
addressed in the Data Workshop and Stock Assessment Report sections; 

10. Develop recommendations for future research for improving data collection and stock assessment. 
11. Prepare a Consensus Report summarizing the peer review panel’s evaluation of the reviewed stock 

assessments and addressing these Terms of Reference. (Drafted during the Review Workshop with a 
final report due two weeks after the workshop ends.) 

 


